
Lesson 48
Purpose:	 To	encourage	students	to	look	for	ways	to	earn	spending	money.

Procedure

 Say	 In	our	last	lesson	we	prepared	a	budget	to	practice	wise	use	of	money.	From	time	to	time	we	
all	have	a	need	to	earn	extra	money	either	to	pay	for	an	unexpected	expense,	to	buy	a	gift	for	
someone, or to buy something special that we really want.

	 	 Sometimes	it	may	seem	you	have	no	way	to	earn	extra	money.	You	can,	however,	earn	spending	
money	in	two	ways.	First,	you	can	find	a	new	use	for	something	you	have	that	is	plentiful.	You	
can	also	find	out	what	people	need	and	are	willing	to	pay	for,	then	find	a	way	to	meet	that	need.

	 	 Use	 your	 imagination!	 Suppose,	 for	 example,	 you	have	 a	 backyard	 littered	with	 pinecones.	
How	could	you	turn	them	into	money?	Don’t	smother	your	creativity	by	being	too	sensible	and	
practical.	Think	like	a	tycoon!	

 Teacher Have students come up with as many ideas as possible for making money with the pinecones.

 Say Besides looking for unusual money-making ideas, perk up your ears when you hear someone 
say	“I	wish	I	could	find	someone	to	mow	my	lawn,”	or	“Who	can	I	get	to	take	care	of	my	cat	this	
weekend?”	or	“Do	you	know	anyone	who	has	a	ladder	to	reach	that	loose	board	and	hammer	it	
into	place?”	One	basic	way	to	make	money	is	to	meet	needs	people	have	for	products	or	services.
•	 How	do	you	earn	money	now?
•	 Have	you	thought	of	a	new	money-making	idea	you	haven’t	tried?
•	 What	item	is	plentiful	and	free	in	our	area	that	your	creativity	can	turn	into	money?

  Think about your budget and the item you want to buy that you don’t have enough money 
for.	Write	down	on	the	Activity	Sheet	47-3-6	three	different	ways	in	which	you	might	be	able	
to	earn	extra	money.	Is	there	a	service	you	can	provide?	(Rake leaves? Clean out the garage? 
Babysit?)	Is	there	something	you	can	make?	Do	you	own	something	that	someone	else	might	
want	to	buy?	(Garage or yard sale with toys you no longer want.) Maybe one of your ideas will 
be a money-maker. Maybe all three of them will work. One week from now you can report back 
to the class on how successful you’ve been.

Materials	Needed	 Pencils

Materials	Provided  Positive Action	Envelopes;	Activity	Sheet	47-3-6
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